
On behalf of the 
Center Grove Board 
of School Trustees, 
administration, faculty, 
and support staff, we 
welcome everyone 
back to school on 
August 6, 2019! 

We have been  
counting down the

months and days to the 2019-20 school year 
for almost two years as we eagerly await the 
opening of our sixth elementary school,  
Walnut Grove. This school has been carefully  
designed to meet the learning needs of our 
current students, includes safety technology 
to protect our students, while providing the 
vision and flexibility we will need for future 
students. We invite you to an open house and 
dedication for Walnut Grove on Saturday, 
August 3 from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Thanks to our 
committment to providing fiscal oversight of 
your tax dollars, construction of this school 
was funded without impacting the tax rate for 
White River Township taxpayers.

While Center Grove’s core mission is to 
educate the nearly 8,500 students we serve, we 
must also keep those students safe while they 
are in our care. We are proud of the recent 
investments in safety and security. We have 
added School Resource Officers, School Safety  
Officers, and security cameras in buildings and 
on school buses. We’ve also made investments 
in our buildings to secure vestibules and  
developed procedures for access to our 
buildings, ensuring safety and security  
continue to be priorities with all of our  
teachers, staff, and administrators. 

The recent school tragedies in our country 
from Colorado to Florida to nearby Noblesville 
and Richmond, Indiana, have led us to  
scrutinize even more deeply the safety and  
security measures we have in place. In 2018, 
we commissioned the Safe Havens  
International group to conduct a thorough  
audit of safety and security throughout all 
school facilities. They found several things 
Center Grove is doing well, along with 
recommendations for improvement. Next, 
we surveyed our community via Thought 
Exchange to hear what our parents, staff, 
and community members wanted to see in 

our schools to improve safety and security, 
and provide mental health support for our 
students. The needs identified by Safe Havens 
and identified in our community survey 
aligned into three main areas: Live Monitoring, 
Fast Response/Deterrents, and Mental Health 
& Classroom/Teacher Supports. 

The Center Grove Board of School Trustees 
and Administration has worked diligently for 
the last decade to fund building and other 
projects while keeping the tax rate flat. We 
have also provided pay increases to our  
teachers and staff. That’s even more im-
pressive when you realize Center Grove is 
consistently among the lowest funded school 
districts in the state. In 2018, Center Grove’s 
funding per student was 276th out of 289 
school districts from state government sources. 
We are also fortunate that we have not had to 
deal with substantial tax cap losses. But as our 
home values continue to increase, we estimate 
we will lose just over $12 million in financial 
support in the next eight years because of 
state funding policies. 

The Board and our leadership team have 
discussed the importance of investing in the 
areas identified by the Safe Havens Safety 
Audit and the Thought Exchange survey. As 
you may know, state law restricts how schools 
can spend the money in each of their funds. 
We do not want to wait and hope that we will 
be able to fit these needed improvements into 
our budget over the next 5, 10, or 15 years. We 
want to make these investments as soon as 
possible, so that the students we have right 
now will immediately benefit from them. For 
the average Center Grove homeowner, the 
cost would be less than $10 per month. Please 
note that Franklin Community Schools and 
Clark-Pleasant Schools have approved  
referendums to support their students.

To make these investments, the Board has 
voted to place a referendum on the November 
5th ballot that, if approved, would provide 11.5 
cents per $100 in assessed value to support our 
schools.  The referendum would establish a 
new, separate fund from which Center Grove 
could pay for safety, security, and mental 
health/classroom support investments.   

Please know that the decision to seek a  
referendum is not a decision that our school 

leadership came to quickly. My team and I 
have spent months reviewing the  
recommendations from the Safe Havens  
International Safety Audit and the thoughts 
shared through our community survey. We 
have revised our list of priorities to include 
only the investments that are most important 
to keep the tax levy as low as possible. We 
have developed a website with information in 
an effort to provide information that is both 
transparent and thorough to help you make 
well-informed decisions at 
centergrove.k12.in.us/SaferCG. 

Keeping our students safe is a tremendous 
responsibility in the world in which we now 
live. It is a responsibility I take very personally 
as your superintendent and the parent of two 
children who attend Center Grove Schools. I 
encourage you to contact me if you have any 
questions and additional recommendations. 

We appreciate the extraordinary partnership 
we share with our parents and residents of our 
community as we work to provide exceptional 
educational experiences for our students. We 
are looking forward to a great 2019-20 school 
year!

Sincerely,
Richard A. Arkanoff, Ed.D.
Superintendent
Center Grove Community School Corporation
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School News

CENTER GROVE POLICE DEPARTMENT RECEIVES  
NATIONAL AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE

The Center Grove Community School 
Corporation Police Department received the 
Model SRO (School Resource Officer) Agency 
Award from the National Association of 
School Resource Officers (NASRO).

Departments receive the Model SRO Agency 
Award for exemplifying in training, policies, 
and standards the NASRO triad concept, 
which describes an SRO’s role as mentor, 
guest lecturer and law enforcement officer. 
Model agencies also demonstrate creative 
and innovative approaches to school-based 
policing.

The Center Grove Police Department was 
one of three agencies nationwide to receive 
the award. Other recipients were Noblesville 
Police Dept., Noblesville, Indiana, and 
McKinney Police Dept., McKinney, Texas.

“This award is a testament to the dedication 
of our officers and the exceptional leadership 
of Chief Ray Jackson,” said Dr. Bill Long, 
CGCSC Assistant Superintendent.  “Chief 
Jackson and I work to ensure our officers are 
fully trained on all aspects of school safety. 
We appreciate the support of our School 
Board in recognizing the value of police 
department as they protect and mentor our 
students.”

NASRO presented the awards on Monday, 
June 24, 2019 during a ceremony as part of its 
annual National School Safety Conference. 
Nearly 2,100 police officers, educators, and 
others attended the conference in Pigeon 
Forge, Tennessee to receive specialized  
training and information.

CGHS GRADUATE NAMED 
MISS SOFTBALL

Center Grove High School 2019 
graduate Isha Sura has been 
awarded a scholarship from the 
Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Central Indiana. 
Isha is among 20 recipients who 
will each receive $5,000 toward 
classes at a nonprofit two or 

four-year college, university or vocational/
technical school of their choice.

CGHS GRADUATE  
AWARDED RONALD 
MCDONALD HOUSE 

SCHOLARSHIP
Center Grove High School 2019 graduate 
Abby Herbst was named 2019 Miss Softball 
for the state of Indiana at the North-South 
All-Star Softball game in June. Abby was an 
All-State pitcher for CGHS and helped lead 
the team to a 4A State Softball  
Championship this year. 

Abby plans to continue her academic and 
softball career at the University of  
Wisconsin.

Dr. Bill Long and Chief Ray Jackson 

Abby Herbst

Center Grove is pleased to continue the SILVER 
CARD program in appreciation of the seniors 
in our community for the 2019-20 school year!
   
APPLY FOR A SILVER CARD
If you are 62 or older and live in White River 
Township, you may apply for a Silver Card by 
filling out the form at centergrove.k12.in.us/
silvercard or by calling 317.881.9326. 

SILVER CARD PROGRAM 

http://www.centergrove.k12.in.us
http://www.centergrove.k12.in.us/silvercard
http://www.centergrove.k12.in.us/silvercard
http://centergrove.k12.in.us/silvercardrenew
http://www.centergrove.k12.in.us/textmessages
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MEAL PRICES AND MENUS
Center Grove’s Food and Nutrition Services Department provides breakfast and lunch 
options for all students in grades K-12. Menus and nutritional information are available 
through the Nutrislice app, which is available via iTunes and Google, and online at  
centergrove.nutrislice.com/menu/. 

FREE/REDUCED COST MEALS 
Free or reduced-price meals are available to families who are eligible. Applications will be 
available online after July 23, 2019 via Skyward Family Access in the Food Service Module. 
Applications must be submitted by September 3, 2019.

UNPAID MEALS
Center Grove’s Food and Nutrition Department has adopted a formal procedure to  
address unpaid meal charges. The USDA mandated all federal school meal programs adopt 
similar procedures in 2017. The procedure is available at centergrove.k12.in.us/foodservice.

2019-20 FOOD SERVICE PAYMENT SCHEDULE
Breakfast: $1.50/day | Lunch: Grades K-5 $2.30/day | Lunch: Grades 6-12 $2.50/day

TEXTBOOK FEES

FREE/REDUCED COST TEXBOOKS
Applications for free or reduced textbook rental fees will be available online after July 23, 
2019 via Skyward Family Access in the Food Service Module. Applications must be  
submitted by September 3, 2019.

TEXTBOOK PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS
If you are unable to pay your textbook rental in full you may make arrangements with your 
child’s school before September 3, 2019. Links to additional textbook fee information is 
available at centergrove.k12.in.us/backtoschool. 

Back to School

SUPPLY LISTS
Supply lists are available on each elementary 
school’s website under the “Parents” section, 
via the links below, and at this link:  
centergrove.k12.in.us/supplylists. 
• Center Grove Elementary
• Maple Grove Elementary
• North Grove Elementary
• Pleasant Grove Elementary
• Sugar Grove Elementary
• Walnut Grove Elementary
• Middle School Central
• Middle School North

MONTH
NUMBER OF 

DAYS

MONTHLY 
BREAKFAST 

COST 
(All Grades)

MONTHLY 
LUNCH COST 
(Grades K-5)

MONTHLY 
LUNCH COST 
(Grades 6-12)

August 19 $28.50 $43.70 $47.50

September 20 $30.00 $46.00 $50.00

October 18 $27.00 $41.40 $45.00

November 16 $24.00 $36.80 $40.00

December 14 $21.00 $32.20 $35.00

January 17 $25.50 $39.10 $42.50

February 19 $28.50 $43.70 $47.50

March 15 $22.50 $25.30 $37.50

April 19 $28.50 $34.50 $47.50

May 20 $30.00 $46.00 $50.00

Year 177 $265.50 $407.10 $442.50

ELEMENTARY
Full-day KG: $151.00
Grade 1: $138.00
Grade 2: $115.00
Grade 3: $151.00
Grade 4: $138.00
Grade 5: $138.00

SECONDARY
Grade 6: $265.25-$454.75 (with iPad)
Grade 7: $275.00-$462.50 (with iPad)
Grade 8: $276.25-$585.25 (with iPad)
Grade 9-12*: $300 (Average with iPad) 
   * Textbook fees range up to $800.00, depending on the 
     courses scheduled. Early College student fees may differ.
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Parents are encouraged to register their 
child for kindergarten as soon as possible if 
he/she will be 5 by August 1, 2019. Center 
Grove offers a full-day, 5-day Kindergarten  
Program. Online enrollment is available for 
all students at 
centergrove.k12.in.us/enrollnow.

ENROLL NOW

https://centergrove.nutrislice.com/menu/
http://www.centergrove.k12.in.us/foodservice
http://www.centergrove.k12.in.us/backtoschool
https://www.centergrove.k12.in.us/supplylists
https://www.centergrove.k12.in.us/domain/1487
http://www.centergrove.k12.in.us/menu
http://www..centergrove.k12.in.us/enrollnow
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2019-20 SCHOOL IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS
Indiana Law requires that students have an up-to-date shot record on file, complete with 
month, day and year of each immunization. This is required for enrollment.

 KINDERGARTEN
Five (5) doses of Diphtheria-Tetanus-Acellular Pertussis (DTaP), Diphtheria-Tetanus- 
Pertussis (DTP), Pediatric Diphtheria-Tetanus vaccine (DT)
•  4 doses are acceptable if the 4th dose was administered on or after the 4th birthday and at    
    least 6 months after the 3rd dose.
Four (4) doses of Polio vaccine
• The final dose must be administered on or after the 4th birthday, and at least 6 months 
   after the previous dose.
• 3 doses of IPV are acceptable if the 3rd dose was administered on or after the 4th birthday, 
   and at least 6 months after the 2nd dose.
Three (3) doses of Hepatitis B vaccine
• 3rd dose must be given on or after 24 weeks of age and no earlier than 16 weeks after the
   1st dose.
Two (2) doses of MMR (Measles, Mumps & Rubella) vaccine
• The doses must have been administered on or after the first birthday.
Two (2) doses of Varicella (Chickenpox) vaccine
• The doses must have been administered on or after the first birthday and separated by 3
   months OR physician written documentation of history of chickenpox disease, including 
   month and year of disease.
Two (2) doses of Hepatitis A vaccine

One (1) Meningococcal Conjugate vaccine (MCV4)
One (1) Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Pertussis) booster
• The doses must have been administered after 10 years of age.

 One (1) booster dose of Meningococcal Conjugate vaccine (MCV4)
Two (2) doses of Hepatitis A vaccine
The ISDH has also recommended that all 12th grade students have:
Two (2) doses of MenB (Meningococcal B) vaccine
All other requirements from the 2018-2019 School Year will continue to be enforced.

BUS TRACKING APP  
AVAILABLE FOR PARENTS

Center Grove parents 
can track their student’s 
bus via the “Here Comes 
the Bus” app. The  
program allows parents 
to access the realtime 
locations of their child’s 
school bus on a  
computer, smartphone, 
or tablet.  

Parents can also activate a notification  
feature through the program to receive an 
alert that informs them when the bus is 
nearing the stop or if there is a change to 
their child’s departure or arrival time. 

Links to download the app and the code to 
set it up are available on our website:  
centergrove.k12.in.us/herecomesthebus.
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Remember to update your contact information in Skyward Family 
Access to ensure your child’s school has the correct contact  
information your family. 

PARENT TUTORIALS AVAILABLE
One-minute tutorials are available on our website at  
centergrove.k12.in.us/skywardhelp to show you how to use  
Skyward Family Access to access to your child’s information, 

including grades, food service balances, schedule, notification settings, and more.

HELP WITH CREDENTIALS
If you do not remember your Family Access credentials, please use the “Forgot Your  
Password?” link. If you need additional assistance, please email our Help Desk at  
accounthelp@centergrove.k12.in.us or call 317.882.1055.

SKYWARD FAMILY ACCESS INFORMATION

Center Grove Care Pantry is available to any 
Center Grove or Johnson County resident 
in need. The food pantry is operated by 
students in the Center Grove High School 
Alternative Academy program. It is open 
every Friday that school is in session from 
12:30-2:30 p.m. Recipients may come to the 
pantry once a month and must show proof 
of Johnson County residency. 

The Center Grove Care Pantry is located in 
the Academy building, south of CGHS, at 
2911 S. Morgantown Road.

CG CARE PANTRY  
AVAILABLE TO FAMILIES 

IN NEED

BEFORE AND AFTER 
SCHOOL CARE

Before- and 
after-school 
programs are  
available 
for Center Grove students in grades K-8 
through Honey Grove Educational Center. 

Each school has its own on-site program. 
Information and registration is available at 
honeygroveeducation.com.

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION
Parent volunteers are vital to our  
corporation’s success! The time they dedicate 
to our classrooms and field trips is invaluable. 
As a safety measure for all of our schools, 
CGCSC requires background checks for  
volunteers who are in a position to spend 
time with a student without a teacher or staff 
member present. More information about 
background checks and a link to apply online 
are available at centergrove.k12.in.us/ 
volunteer
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 GRADE 6

 GRADE 12

http://www.centergrove.k12.in.us/herecomesthebus
http:// www.centergrove.k12.in.us/volunteer.    
http://www.centergrove.k12.in.us/skywardhelp
mailto:accounthelp%40centergrove.k12.in.us?subject=
https://skyward.centergrove.k12.in.us/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService%3DwsEAplus/seplog01.w
http://honeygroveeducation.com
http:// www.centergrove.k12.in.us/volunteer.    
http:// www.centergrove.k12.in.us/volunteer.    
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LOCATION: 4079 N 500 W, BARGERSVILLEYou're Invited

Walnut Grove Elementary  School

August 3, 2019
 

We are excited to invite the White River Township community to attend 
Center Grove Community School Corporation’s Open House for our 

OPEN HOUSE
1:00 P.M. - 3:00 PM.
DEDICATION

1:30 P.M.
4079 N 500 W, BARGERSVILLE

new school, Walnut Grove Elementary.

http://www.centergrove.k12.in.us



